
 

Case Study: short visits to 5th grade language arts (age 10-12 years). 

 

 

The Challenge: The language arts teacher wanted to use storytelling to give her 

students a boost and make them think in different ways about their reading and 

writing. They were taught in 3 different ability groups, but socialised collectively. 

The Solution: Adventure tales and visualisation exercises. One story was shared 

between all the classes whilst others varied. Each class had 2 stories, followed by 

a series of exercises connecting them to the experience of the story through 

visualisation, and then sharing their reactions to deepen engagement.  

Sessions lasted 70 minutes 

and each class was set a 

different follow up activity 

from drawing (these pupils 

were using visualisation to 

improve reading skills) - to 

creating endings - to 

reviewing the performance 

critically. 

 

 

 

The Stories: Stories told included two from traditional sources: The Giant without 

a Soul (adapted from a version collected by Italo Calvino) and Jack and the Golden 

Bird (adapted from multiple sources, predominantly Grimm’s). Alongside these 

were two pieces of historical fiction: Mac’s Story (World War II) and They Shall 

Not Pass (Spanish Civil War) both of these created from multiple sources. 

 

The Exercises: For the visualisation I asked the students to imagine themselves in 

a rollercoaster car and ride their way through the ups and downs of the story. 

Then we stopped at a  moment that felt  important to them and time was spent 

exploring that moment with different senses. Pair work helped them gain the 

confidence to share their thoughts and ideas with the whole room, whilst the 

focus on senses stretched their vocabulary.  

Changing the instructions 

a little for each group 

allowed different focus – 

such as trying to find a 

moment where they got 

bored or confused, and 

working out why – as 

preparation for critical 

review. 

 

Follow up: The school booked further sessions to take a similar approach to 

working with ‘plot mountains’ and with literary devices, particularly metaphor 

and simile. 

 

 

 

 

Bookings: The Tales from Adventure programme from Kat Quatermass can be 

adapted to suit UK years 3 through to 9. Stories come from the genres of folktale, 

wondertale, myth, historical fiction and sci-fi/fantasy original fiction.   

To book call 0789 148 7375 or email katq@dreamfired.co.uk 

Tales of Adventure at Southside School, Tennessee 

 

Tales of Adventure at Southside School, Tennessee 

 

Akeem depicts the giant’s lair  

‘She made it feel like a movie not a story’ Griffin 

‘Some of the students’ reactions were particularly positive. Maddy’s 

drawing shows a sophisticated understanding of Mac’s Story – and she 

responded to the visualisation with phrases I wouldn’t have expected her 

to use” Mrs Cook, Language Arts  

“This story captures the horrible feeling of war. Loss and despair twist 

together with hope and a feeling of patriotism in this epic story” Sam  

Maddy explores Mac's Story  


